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Common vocabulary & key expressions 
in the Arabic press- abundant vocabulary: synonyms 

Adjectives cbc# -«L oL> Jjoj? -«l oL> csLoJb 
Common expressions - Verbs Jls&i -cc*>b cj/^Lc 
cliche adjectives 6ja>b cLl^/AsPLu cLo^> 


JlAd^ll .1 
Verbs 


To have, to make 

—> />ls 
. -> />LiiJI 

(l^lS) j^diSLl 
>_sv9 jj£C*jj i^sJLc 

To be limited to 

JjJUjujI 

To receive 
(someone i.e. 
guest) 

< l _ S v-aJb </>JLjuuu 

[^JLuujI 

Receive 
(something i.e. 
message) 

to be held jojzl 

To express 

i^sJLc lS^Joju 

jo uJqj 

to include, imply 

: 1 
[Ob [^SLcouul 

obi 

condemn, deny, 
consider terrible 

To be, exist 

:(J*sjuu) fij 
JjSjuJ 
= jXtOiO + JOJ 
general passive 

l laJUUUJ I i_sJ 1 <-S.il 

jjS\ ‘Cj-C iuJ 1 

To cause, lead to 

i i. ./*s i | ^_ i l.i i 

To have, suffer, to 
be under or 
subject to 

Wi <jjl i(j^uOJ 

Can, to be able 

_j a_A.A ft 1 * 

-> 

To be known for, 
characterized by 

v _sda^eJ 

Get, gain, enjoy 

appear, become 
visible 

i_>5fcj| 

i_sJI 

Achieve, reach 

ilsl tjZo 
To say, announce, 
declare, mention, 
report 

tj &J [CJJj> 

:Ju^> Ajb ,g93 
Happen 

(o+r^) 

lyjOjSU l CU 

show, 

underline, 

highlight 

-jl&Lcj -v-Slj 
see _ycu I 

ils itsOLc Ji 
(_sJLc o&jj <i_sJI 

indicate, prove, 
lead to 

v_5'-S2juU 

£ J^J-oS2jU £ V_JL^CJ 

ul.. v _svJLc 

Should 

To make 
(figurative) i.e. 
make him happy or 
the situation harder. 
To cause. 

expect Lj 

ijjl < Ji£-0 i AjLjJ 

to support Jul 

relate -j jjlao 

declare -> v_sJ:>l 

<gjli ii-sjtOjjl 
[jjOJLujI [JjtxSI 

< 

Jjo^COjuI 

continue 

Still Jljj M 

-6jLulC>) -J (_SVjuO 

suffer ( 

tO 9 1 t UuuUUJ 1 

join 

reach, J ^> 3 -gJL 
arrive 

tO tS^j [/jjJLcI 

plan, intend 

V _3ASJ -UJJjS lJ 

re- Jar, ilcl 
connect (verb but 
used as prefix) 

bet l _sJLc 

no asj /J 
longer 

^sJLc JO$SL>. 

based on 
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< l _sJLc &JLbl 

J«S) +JLS 
i>Suoj = l> 

ul 

n_SvS V-J u£U 

jLd <Iju 

v_S^uJ nJJO iJjJLLjU 

Iv _sJLc 

(cdx>j> 

to Jjui&l -JJUL&I 

consider-be 

considered 

n_sJLc 

<i_5\JLc jJouujJ 
control, -> fiSsii 
dominate 

^sJI jLcijl 

point 

to 

0<£j ij gJUa^l 

(J-C J33JJLUO 




l _suj| iLil 

JuOO i£JuO n_$JLc 

praise 

^SvSjjj Jjj 

make efforts 


oULoJI .2 
Adjectives 

cliche adjectives < j \*& -AaiLuJ uLm 

You mention a noun, and its adjective comes automatically! 

Cliche adjectives seem self-explanatory, but here are few notes for further clarification: 

• These cliche adjectives are rarely used apart from the given expressions 
below, particularly the adjectives written in italic. This means that these 
adjectives cannot be considered normal common vocabulary and used in any 
context. Some of these adjectives are not in the dictionaries at all. They are 
part of their nouns that adds stronger impression. 

• Notice that the most common forms of adjectives are < 0 jLo .^olc .^b) Jcls 

(gJIandfeJI «>(>o «/xJI JjyaS 

• Remember that in Arabic, adjectives come after their described nouns except 

in few cases such as >>JI ^ then the noun must be 

definite and the original noun or the subject is mentioned earlier or known 
i.e. compare 0 +^^ arid o+^^This is normally 

considered a literary style, but exists in the media as well. 

• The plurals of these expressions are frequently used, so it is better to be 
familiar with their singular and plural forms. 

• Most of these expressions are familiar in Spoken Arabic as well, but among 
intellectuals or in formal situations. 


1 j3£jOC> 

big 

audience, huge 
masses 

cL93jOjjo culSuo 
remarkable or 
respectable 
position 

/X_ajjL> 

decisive role 

overwhelming 

majority 

serious dangers 
or risks 

JLac (j2>>o 
incurable illness 

the co-bls 
knockout or the 
smashinq hit 

CUjLb 

fierce battle 

cLcLil-ctjLci 

hostile 

or biased rumor 

cl3s_«jj qJLoj> 
biased campaign 

cl^SLi cLojjJ> 
shocking crime 

oL gjuo 
complete or 
absolute ban 

-OJuJuuj 

good or cIJLd 
wise idea 

O3AJJO jSi-uJ 

blessed travel 

absolute refusal 

sweeping attack 

great, big or 
painful efforts 

JjLi Jjox 
H ard or difficult 
work. Hard labor 

/vJI 

painful torture 

fierce :> 3 -)J 3JLC 
enemy 

cojLc 

cb>3^ aoyi 1 r 


jj 3 x> 
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rough air or 
wind 

violent storm 

bitter _*>> o 
struggle 

undeniable 

victory 

overwhelming 

joy 

O^SLiuO Q ij 

shameful defeat. 

cL>ilS 6jLjul> 

big loss 

O -v ft Cl 

(good or firm) 
plan 

(astonishing or 
brilliant) success 

gjji J-CoS 
absolute) ) 
failure 

cuuojioid 
or ancient times 

so fJJlIo Jl^ol 
much money 

/«LujLo cl>L> 

urgent co*Lo 
need 

a ij r. clJLSLujuo 
Complicated or 
unsolvable 
problem 

-fsLuuuo 

CL>LulUO 

Wide, clsz-ujLcj 
. big or vast area 
space/ distance 



D^T 

big mistake 


0 LsJL 

extreme 

difficulty 


Adjectives .3 


sSj bJI present, 

current 

ii-SJuoJI XkSu 

t i_S_\_oJ 1 
tSJuoJI l _sJLc 

In the long 
run 


(UL*JI) 

;cu> 3 > kuJI 

a .AjjOn 

(o^JU/^UjJU) 

/X-gjO !/X_ujL> 

decisive 

next i_sOl ‘J-ciLo 

majority 

:euuulj 

< 1^39 

deep, 

strong, 

sound 

iO3lfljj0 t v-oJL.'^jo 

different o^U^> 

clsJL 
IcOjo^sAJI 
Tjcr <3 jcx£jo 

v.—jt—* jJ LuO = IjjQ =/Xj\Lo 

suitable, appropriate 


L^jJ^joJLo 

Qj LuuO i<_sJLujO 

successive 

v_SV jlSjO 

involved, _» 
relevant 







Jjoc>r .4 



=ul$ 3 J Lo^ 
cuts 

i-sJLitjoj 

=§jLo \J 

Of 

<(ol) «oLii 

^ 1 

a 0 1 =g 

as (acting as, 
taking the role 
of) 

-Jo®*] ..\J 

Jj [<.-jc J jO .>3 

-Joiis] .AJ 
L 0 JI 3 [i_jljjuo 3 

, \J| 

JoiiS = \JJ..^jjuuJ 
only 

:u 3 szJI Ju JuoJ 

help, jlcLjuu 
assist 

<_j _/xu2>l 
fjjO^I ^S^kicl 

J cLol> 

<_/ ^gJLsSju Loj3 
LcuS 
!_J c CljujlJ L 
concerning 

^ .olk*) 

-fjuJ !(v_j> > 

Qj vSZI Jl>1j 

l^uuJUU 
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..ilSj 

Ljuu 

CuuulJ 

dJUi v_sJj vjLbi 


soon after..then 

not only..it :Jj 
is.. 

near, <=Luj3 
close 

In addition 

JbtxJI guuuLaj 
-give a chance, 
create the 
opportunity 


ol jLc .5 


GlSuoVI jAS 

i-S^JLjuOjO l _sJLc 

(l^jol) J0I3JI 
_>o\JI 3!) 

OJO JS-djJ 

<c JLLco\JI 

3I cia jjku 
by one v_s>>Ij 
way or another 

O3SJ Lo £ 3^1 
badly in v_sJJ 
need to 

sign :JiLajl pp 1 
an agreement 

cL 

J-diS 

no ulS Lo^jo 
matter what 

in lil :JL> 

case, if 

qSjOuO jJS jjlSI 

as much as 
possible 

cul 9 ...cu\J 3 

6 jjo J3V 
unprecedented 

: J-WaJI 1 
- JbtjoJI Ijl^j 
Qj-aiJI oj .£j 

dJUi 

>_sv 9 :c*S3JI 
I(>f oJl dJS 

dJUb -6 AjS) >_sv 9 

cLj\JI 

i,si (_j-° _>isi 

OS3 

J -+9 ,>0 >iSI 
more than 
ever before 

u 1 jidLjjyJ\ 

It is expected to 

cl^-uj Jo l _sJLc 
equally 

< u 2>3 > iuJI 0-0 

^ya^JLfljoJI ^jjo 

Supposedly 

: JJUo \L 

O3JU "ClOjJij 

In vain 

__>_LiajJI (jAgj 

irrespective of 

by JjfS o* 

Loj|3 ..u-oJ 

CUS /L^i 9 Loj 
including 

Jq-Q -9 ! UJ 
merely, just, 
only 

= 3I.. .cl3_uu 
cl3_«jj =/>l...l 
either..or \p\...\ 

LJIS :olS U 
no ulS { jjo 
matter who 

Lo+^jx :Lox 
about what 

jJl&j ..Lo jJlQj 

the more.. Lo 
the more 

:lSjJI >o\JI 
lSjJI v_s^-ajuJI 

C) n\ 1 

on the 

contrary 

lo i_J Ijl> lo 
g 9 i Lo < Jj2> 

>_svS gjjdl 
>_sv 9 v-ju^ij 

N <oJJ 


iJjLqjoJI >_sv 9 
cL^>/cL«j>b ojo 
on the 1 

other hand 

_>jJCaJI ,JjO 

ol _>SjJL 

It is worth 
mentioning that 

JSLciju :IjuuoJI 
/>lx 
In principle 

: l _sco...oi Los 

Soon after, 
immediately 
after 

LoJS oils 

:J3liio v_sv 9 
available, >93^0 
accessible 

lOl j^JLoJI (jjo 
It is scheduled 
to 

ojo ojo 

one of L^oal 
the most 
important 

:,>c \Lia 9 
j_sJj «t 9 Lo\JL 
In addition to 

:cju tSi csiL 
.culjuJI ^ 

c^^sv-uj tSl JjiS 

first of all 

/xXj - dJUi gjO 

although, dJUi 
despite that 

v_sJ-c aJLoj> 

JoJI 

the : Js\JI l _sJb 

0S3JI >_sv 9 

LoJlu ii_S jJI 

G-^ <J\L> o-° 

>f-C ((jjjjJo 

:cJLjJj c(j>3 
cJLujj c!j^ 
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minimum, at 
least 

meanwhile 

through, via, by 


vL> 

:cd 5 LcuuoJI Jo 
repair the 
damage 

"o-° 

jAS OJulC 

,jjo J^iLgjo 

(jjJLQJ ^sJLc 
{ jjjLOjj 1JI3JU0JI 

.a 01 j UII 

: jJAaj </>j 0 -°3 
and then 

QjOl io i 1 

dJLujy/ v 3JLaj 


to 03 Jo 1 Jo 
model-pattern 
after 

=oJbdl ^Jl 
—\LoJI 

= V_SVjJ-C JjSLjuUU 

u-^SSj usJ-C 
^\JI 
publicly 

jLlujJI JjljuuI 
n_sJLc 

(..uL>>£jO 

-A0I3 uL 

CAS3JI ^jjJSLU 


oloi£ .6 


■ Ch^ ^3 

-ul :ol go 

dJUi />a:j 

versus obeJ - cljj 

^UL 

<cIOjAJIj 
cblpjJI v_SvS 
subsequent! 
y, finally, as 
result, 
consequent! 

y 

:J\lo icLul :oU 
during 

TsUJcul 

cLu <(JJ0 
: v _sJLc 
based on 

i i_S v -ll/J TjJai 
u\j 

^jjo tub <ub Ll 
l-Sl iOb 
ub 

ilo Cv_SUuJ 

1 Lo 

<Lo ubo 

aj\ ij - i| 

uLiu 

concerning 

in JjLao — jj^cu 
exchange/return 
to/for 

jloi — cLjl 

:cloJ 
<dJULo> 
some, ,j£>szj 
there's 

concerning _ 9 ..loi 

dJuo 

through, by 

3^ =b Ljj3 1 = Js loo 

:ol j_sJJ 

until 

in which Ci*joj 

tiiSs ~J &9 
tiLi_L> = J 
:JW=J 

according 

to 

{j-O 

\Jj ,qSJ =d Au 

iOl jjlC iOl 

= lcy_juu\J 
= cUdL> 

Loj-juU 

e_ 9 Agj -CUSJ 

</* 9 laj 

jl^> 

Jaof/l^J 

escalate 

ul V3J -\J 3J 

^>0 <cu 9 Ley 
including :«uo-b 

-yAjjij 

U-ubfij 

UjuljuUU <Jsaj 

:culi 

CUaJLQJ 

Jloj = ciJLb = Ja 5 lJ 
alliance :<j 

v_S^3j) ub 

CU3JL0JU 
:§aoJ -03^ 

order to 
avoid/preven 
t 

T=gyLj = oLxlAJ 
effects, yb 
consequences 
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o-° o-° 

LoJul£ i julc :^sjJ 

:oi dJLJLc 
You have to 

:Lo oLc > jjj 

cLC>juUU 

Soon 

olSuoJI >_sv9 

OS3JI ^svS <sSjJI 
where, when lSaJI 

:ol j.svJLc 

tbjuuJJ 

provided, 
if, on the 
condition 

Ijlbl 

<CIjljuUU :Jjkizo 
lS^jLajUUO 

Jl«j -ol \JI 

but :gI 

W M\ lo 

unless 

:Lojo 
Lo + QjO 

\J+ol :UI 

qjo :L^jjL> qjo 

oj° — 

from their :L^j> 
part 

<v_SVSj-!Lk> 

^^s^aJaJuo 

:6j3AaoJI 

/JWI 


i pS>s*j i(J) cLstjjJ 
J IjJoJ H-JULjkjOJ 

SjJLcI ijjS\ i/JoSjO 

most of 

<T..AJI 

Ju ^jjo 

Jlo 

:(ul) (jjo ju\J 
must, ul 

should 

i— iLzjjoJI 
inflicted/suffering 
from 

u-aS-gJ U 3 

and vice 

versa 

:lj^J3 -dJUJJ -IJJ 

V_JULJUUJI IJl^J 
therefore 



v_sJj :«ul 

cul cbrji 

LojJ 

jJ-Xaj 

«dJljuLAJ> idJIjjl 

(JuJulC 

I&aJlC ijiijT 




